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Hardy County Adult
Learners Earn GED
By Daniel Silver
Special to Examiner

Fifty area students from the tricounty area — including 29 from
Hardy County — earned their GED
high school equivalency diploma this
past year, and a formal graduation
ceremony this month in Petersburg
honored their achievement. Except
for six home-schoolers, all of the
graduates earned their diplomas
through the Adult Basic Education
(A.B.E.) program administered by
Eastern WV Community and Technical College for residents of Grant,
Hardy and Pendleton. Eastern
hosted the event at its Technology
Center in the Grant County Industrial Park near the airport.
The Hardy County graduates
included Patricia A. Aristidou, Carolyn J. Benito, Tina L. Bobo, Kristin
M. Boeddeker, Nicole R. Boggs,
Destiny M. Chill, Michelle N. Clay,
Karen A. Constable, Scott G. Crites,
Kyle C. Davy, Thomas W.C. Hatcher,
Hali L. Jarrett, Carolyn E. Jones,
Arno L. Ketterman, Jr., Stevie L.
Lantz, Koty W. Luttrell, Stephen T.
Mills, Nicolaus J. Nocar, Nytasha L.
Prather, Juan I. Vargas Ramos, Jennifer M. Ray, Dylin C. Riggleman,
Robert E. Shockey, Anita N. Smith,
Nehemiah D. Snyder, Kenneth S.
Thorne, Carl D. Valdez, Jessica L.
Warner and Harley R. Weatherholtz.
Student speakers Brandi Hose, of
Petersburg, and Carolyn Benito, of
Moorefield, each spoke of the pride
they took in reaching this milestone,
and both thanked their instructors
and families. Eastern president
Charles ‘Chuck’ Terrell delivered the
keynote address.
Moorefield’s Kyle C. Davy won
special recognition as the program’s

top scorer for 2013, an accomplishment that also earned him a one-year
scholarship to Eastern.
For Davy and five other homeschoolers, the GED test accredited
independent studies with an official
diploma. For many of the older students, “job lay-offs forced them to
make education and career changes,”
noted Vera Shockey, Eastern’s
A.B.E. coordinator and instructor for
Hardy County.
With the GED diploma, she
pointed out, all of these new graduates have brought within their reach
numerous life possibilities that might
otherwise have been unattainable,
including further education or training, and better-paying jobs.
“Of the 50 graduates this spring,
almost half are currently attending
post-secondary education or training,
or are planning to do so in the fall,”
Shockey said.
The current GED test series ends
next December, and the new 2014
test will use a different format that
students will take online at one of the
local testing centers. After December, Shockey warned, anyone who
has already begun the GED test and
not yet passed all five sections will
lose those scores and need to start
the test over in 2014.
So anyone who has started and
not yet completed the test should
contact her at 304-434-8000, or tollfree: 877-982-2322, she said.
Like the student speakers,
keynote speaker Terrell also emphasized the credit that individual
accomplishment often owes to a
larger supporting team. “Tonight we
celebrate an individual accomplishment, earning your GED,” he
acknowledged. “Your success is
because of the commitment you

made to reach your goal and to discover your potential.”
Along the way, though, each of
the graduates “also discovered cheerleaders and coaches who supported
your goals: teachers, classmates,
friends and family members who
acted as your personal cheerleader,”
he said. “And the results can be seen
tonight.”
Across the nation, GED graduates have historically included “a
U.S. Surgeon General, state governors, congressmen, television sitcom
stars, and everyday heroes like teachers, nurses, and firefighters,” coordinator Shockey recounted.
And the GED exam is no easy
ride. “Forty percent of today’s public
high school seniors cannot pass the
GED test the first time,” she said.
With focused motivation and purposeful preparation, however, 18 million adults have earned the GED
since the test first debuted seventy
years ago.
For more information about
Eastern’s financial aid opportunities,
programs of study, workforce training and community education, call
toll free: 877-982-2322; or check the
website www.easternwv.edu.
Serving the residents of Grant,
Hampshire, Hardy, Mineral, Pendleton and Tucker counties, and fully
accredited by the Higher Learning
Commission of the North Central
Association of Colleges and Schools,
Eastern West Virginia Community
and Technical College is a comprehensive and equal opportunity community and technical college bringing
the resources and assets of Education
That Works to the families, communities and employers of the Potomac
Highlands.
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Students who earned their GED participated in commencement ceremonies. Eastern President
Chuck Terrell delivered the keynote address.

WVU Davis College to Host Event
During Annual Poultry Festival
The West Virginia University
Davis College of Agriculture, Natural Resources and Design invites
potential students, alumni and
friends of the college to an informational session and reception on Mon.,
July 22, at the South Branch Inn in
Moorefield.
As part of the College’s presence
at the Annual WV Poultry Convention and Festival, faculty and staff will
be on hand to share information
about programs, research and recent
events.
An informational session will be

held from 3 – 5 p.m. and a reception
from 5 – 7 p.m.
The event will provide prospective students, their families, donors
and alumni to meet Dan Robison,
dean of the Davis College.
“The poultry industry is the
largest commercial sector in West
Virginia’s agricultural economy and
is poised to do so much more to care
for our lands, build our economy,
and produce food for our tables,”
Robison said. “WVU’s Davis College of Agriculture, Natural
Resources and Design is excited to

be in Moorefield supporting this
industry. We are looking forward to
meeting the people who work so hard
at making poultry such an important
part of our state.”
If you plan to attend the informational session, RSVP to Amber
Hines, director of Student Recruitment
at
(304)293-2331
or
amber.hines@mail.wvu.edu
If you plan on attending the
evening reception, RSVP by July 15
to Nicole.Saffron@mail.wvu.edu or
304-293-5345.

New Regulations for Animal
Traceability Released by USDA
By P.I. Osborne
WVU Extension Specialist

This spring the USDA released
the final rule for the Animal Disease
Traceability for Livestock Moved
Interstate and it has now been placed
in to action. The rule will have an
immediate effect on producers marketing and shipping yearling heifers
18 months and older. If you are planning to sell and ship loads of heifers
private treaty, through the livestock
markets or on the Yearling Board
Sales you need to need to be up to
date on the new regulations.
Should an animal disease event
take place, animal disease traceability will provide knowledge about the
location of diseased or at risk cattle,
where they have been and when. Animal disease traceability does not prevent a disease but provides a system
of traceability and rapid response to
prevent the spread or reduce the

exposure to disease.
Beef Cattle including all sexually
intact males or females 18 months
and older must have official identification and a certificate of veterinary
inspection (ICVI) issued by and
accredited veterinarian.
Slaughter Cattle may move for
immediate slaughter directly and
within 3 days with a USDA back tag.
Dairy Cattle including dairy
crossbred must have official identification when moving interstate or
through a WV livestock market. This
includes all intact dairy females of
any age and all male calves bull
and/or steers of any age.
Feeder Cattle and Stocker Cattle
under 18 months of age do not have
to be tagged for movement at this
time. Future regulations will be
established under a separate rule.
Show Calves and Exhibition Cattle at fair and festivals that are moving out of state are viewed as breed-

ing age animals and required to follow the same regulations as cattle
over 18 months by surrounding
states. They therefore must be tagged
and move with an ICVI. Replacement females and bulls must be TB
and brucellosis tested within 30 days
of movement.
Official USDA NUES metal ear
tags are available free from the WV
State Veterinarians office to producers. The USDA requires a premise
ID number (PIN) when distributing
the tags. If you need to establish a
premise ID or request ear tags please
call 304 558 2214.
Producers can purchase the “840”
EID tags that contain the 15 digit
identification number beginning in
840. You still have to have a premise
ID to purchase the official tags. For
more information contact the West
Virginia Department of Agriculture
or your local WVU Extension Service Office.

Photo by Francis Funk

The Super Moon was visible in late June and was captured by
Francis Funk. The moon was almost 20 percent closer to the
Earth than usual.

Sheriff Says Deputies Providing
Taxi Service for Criminals
By Jean A. Flanagan
Moorefield Examiner

When Judge Charles Parsons of
the 22nd Circuit orders a 60-day evaluation prior to sentencing a convicted felon, the Hardy County Sheriff’s Department is required to go to
the Northern Regional Jail in
Moundsville, outside Wheeling, pick
up the felon and release them at the
Hardy County Courthouse. “It’s a
glorified taxi service at the expense of
Hardy County citizens,” Sheriff
Bryan Ward told the Hardy County
Commission.
Ward presented his monthly
report to the Hardy County Commissioners, who met Tuesday, July 2 in
regular session.
“Hardy County taxpayers are paying for the gas and the deputy’s
time,” Ward said. “But we are
required to follow court orders.”
During the month of June, the
Sheriff’s Department made three
such trips.
“Is that a state law?” Commissioner A. J. Wade asked.
Ward said it varied from circuit to
circuit.
“Our citations were down, but
our mileage was up,” Ward said.
“Part of that was because of two
extraditions, one from Missouri and
one from Georgia.”
Ward’s report included:
•10 arrests
•93 traffic stops
•26 citations
•111 complaints through 911
Center
•50 complaints through mail, email or telephone calls
Ward also reported the Sheriff’s
Office completed its first fiscal year

under budget. The fiscal year ended from the American Recovery and
June 30.
Reinvestment Act passed by Congress in 2009.
Barr said service from 121 S.
Comprehensive Plan
Hardy County Planner Melissa Main St. to the Hester Bridge would
Scott came to the County Commis- be live in the next few days.
In addition, service from the corsion to discuss an update of the Comporate headquarters on Kimsey’s
prehensive Plan.
“I understand that the commis- Run Road in Lost River to two miles
sion submitted a list of items in north and south on Route 259 would
2011,” she said. “I’d ask that you look be active shortly.
“We will hook up Moorefield
at the list, and revise it if necessary.”
Scott said the first step for the north to Spring Avenue in the next
Planning Commission to review the few weeks and hopefully have WarComprehensive Plan was to adopt a densville and Mathias hooked up in
Public Participation Policy. “We hope late fall,” Barr said.
Residents can access the televito do that tonight,” she said.
In the future, she said, the Plan- sion channel packages and pricing on
ning Commission will address sug- the website www.hardynet.com. “We
gestions made by the commission want people to come by our office
and bring their bills, so we can comand other entities.
“We can use new digital parcel pare them,” he said.
Barr said most exciting about the
data for current land use maps,”
Scott said. “We have GIS data for new service is the increase in downfuture land use maps. We will address load speed with fiber technology.
“A copper line has a typical downmissing items in the plan and I’d like
to introduce a unified comprehensive load speed of 1.5 mega bytes,” he
plan, which would include the munic- said. “The slowest download speed
on fiber is 5 mega bytes. This is an
ipalities.”
The commissioners said they exponential leap forward in speed.”
Hardy Telecommunications will
would review their list.
Commissioner William “JR” also offer digital television for the
Keplinger is the County Commis- first time and will provide a lot of
sion’s representative on the Planning channels not available via satellite
television. “People will be able to get
Commission.
state news,” Barr said.
“Our television lineup includes a
Fiber Optic Service
Derek Barr and Heather Robbins camera on Helmick Rock that
from Hardy Telecommunications streams 24/7 weather. Our channel
provided the commission with an 911 broadcasts scanner traffic. We’re
update on Hardy OneNet, fiber optic working on a TV channel of our own,
technology to the home. “We are partnering with WELD-radio. The
going to be rolling out gradually,” West Virginia State Library Commission has a channel for state news.
Barr said.
“It’s as modern as what you’d find
Hardy
Telecommunications
received a $33 million grant/loan in any city today,” he said.
Continued on page 8
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Tuesday. “The billing is for services
once you’re inside the ambulance.”
Ovid Need, pastor of the Providence Baptist Church in Bean Settlement, came armed with a clipboard
and notes.
Need asked if the financing of the
Mathias Baker Rescue Squad building was in place.
Commission President J. Michael
Teets said the Ambulance Authority
has financing, but have not closed on
the property. The proposed mortgage is at 3 percent fixed rate and will
cost the county $84,000 per year.
Need also asked if anyone on the
Ambulance Authority or County
Commission talked with Gary Johnson, president of E. A. Hawse Health
Center or Janie Berg, owner of
Loudoun Heights Fuel.
Johnson had said if he was successful in obtaining the MBRS building, he would lease space to the
HCEAA.
“I talked with Gary after the
meeting last week,” Commissioner
A. J. Wade said. “I asked him if our
purchase does not go through, would
he let the Ambulance Authority store
ambulances there. He said he would,
for the cost of utilities, which is about
$30,000 per year.”
Teets said he was afraid that since
E. A. Hawse is a private entity, the
cost could go up to $60,000 a year.
“And after the building is paid for,
they could say they have a different
use for it,” he said.
“Mr. Johnson said he would enter
into a 99-year lease,” Wade said.
“At $30,000, you could lease that
building for a number of years to get
$1.13 million,” said Bobby Wilkins.

Janie Berg has renovated a building in Baker and permitted the Mathias Baker Fire Department to house
vehicles there. She told the Baker
community she would do so without
charge to the fire department.
Need said Berg is bringing the
building up to code and it could be a
permanent fire and rescue station.
Need also wanted to know why
the people associated with the
MBRS were not prosecuted for mishandling funds. “The Sheriff was forbidden to investigate by the prosecuting attorney,” he said.
Teets said he would talk with
Prosecuting Attorney Lucas See.
“The federal government did an
audit and they evidently didn’t find
anything,” he said.
Bonnie Haggerty asked if an
accredited accounting service will be
hired to manage the HCEAA funds.
“We have engaged R. Thomas
and Associates,” said HCEAA Vice
President Greg Greenwalt. “State
codes says we have to provide financial information quarterly to the governing body. It is our intent to do this
thing right. We may be a little slow,
but we want to get it right.”
Greenwalt also said if the
HCEAA owns their own facility, they
are in a better position to qualify for
grants.
“The situation we’re dealing with
were years in the making,” said
HCEAA President Jerry Moore.
“We’ve been at this for three months.
Whatever we do, we’re looking out
for the future of Hardy County.”
Moore said the authority has purchased two ambulances and a chase
vehicle and are operating with funds
provided by the County Commission.

When Teets suggested Moore talk
with Johnson about leasing space,
Moore seemed confused.
“Leases have clauses about cancellation,” he said. “At the direction
of the commission, we bid on the
building. I didn’t think it was appropriate to contact Mr. Johnson. Now,
we’re at a position where a commitment has been made to purchase the
facility. If you want us to talk to Mr.
Johnson, we will, but I don’t know
what we should talk to him about.”
Greenwalt said $50,000 had been
put down on the building.
“The decision to buy this building
was not made in secret,” Wade said.
“It was in the paper. If people were
really interested, they could have
come to the meeting.”
Bobby Wilkins asked why Berkley
County’s fee was only $5 and Hardy
County wanted $14.
“They have 37,000 residences and
we only have 8,000 residences,”
Moore said. “They have 300 miles to
cover and we have more than 500.
There are a lot of differences
between us and Berkley County.”
Ted Garrett, a member of the
HCEAA said Berkley County had
resistance to their ambulance fee in
the beginning. “Berkley County
started in 1988 and it took them four
or five years to work things out,” he
said.
Roger Saville asked when the
HCEAA meets.
Greenwalt replied the authority
meets the second and fourth
Wednesday at 7 p.m. at the Haz Mat
building across from the 911 Center.
The meetings are open to the public.

